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it possesses life. It has the power of spon-
taneous motion; it responds to stimuli of va-
rious kinds; it has the power of assimilation;
it can take up new material and build it into
its own substance; it is capable of reproduc-
ing its kind.
PROTOZOA, pro toll zo'ah, the lowest of
the seven groups into which the animal king-
dom is divided.   All protozoans are simple,
one-celled animals, mere particles of proto-
plasm, usually of microscopic size.   The low-
est forms (amoeba) have no specialized or-
gans, but, notwithstanding, they are able to
perform all the functions necessary to animal
life; they eat, move about, excrete waste and
reproduce their kind.   In some of the higher
forms  (infusoria)   there are hair-like proc-
esses which aid in locomotion, and in some
there is a rudimentary mouth.   Most of the
ocean protozoans are enclosed in shells, some
of which are marvelously delicate and exceed-
ingly beautiful in color (see foramintfeea).
Some of the protozoans reproduce by fis-
sion, that is, the body of the adult divides and
becomes two distinct individuals; others by
budding, or the production of a minute par-
ticle of protoplasm, which in time separates
itself from the parent mass and develops an
independent existence; or by spores or germs,
which are cast off by the parent body and live
for a time an existence altogether unlike that
of the true protozoan.    In this spore form
they are able to withstand drought and cold
and may be blown about from place to place.
To the spore-producing" group belong certain
parasitic forms that in the human blood pro-
duce malaria and other diseases.
PROTJDHON, proo dohN', pierre joseph
(1809-1865), a French socialist and political
writer. In 1840 he published a famous work?
What is Propertyf} -summing up in it his
celebrated dictum, "Property is theft." For
this treatise and for two others that followed,
he was prosecuted at Besan§on, but was ulti-
mately acquitted. From 1844 to 1847 he man-
aged a system of water transport on the
Rhone and Saone rivers. He settled in Paris
in 1847, edited various socialistic newspapers,
became a leader in the Revolution of 1848
and was elected a representative for the Seine
in the Constituent Assembly, His attempt to
found a People's Bank was unsuccessful. For
6is outspokenness in the press he was im-
prisoned for three years; on regaining his lib-
erty he went to Belgium, but spent his last
years in France, The titles of Ms books in-
 clude War and Peace, Confessions of a Revo-
lutionary, Solution of the Social Problem
and Philosophy of Progress.
PROVENCAL, pro vahn sal', LANGUAGE
AND LITERATURE. The Provengal Ian-
guage may be designated as the chief of the
literary dialects which flourished in the Mid-
dle Ages in France. The name comes from
Provence, the province in which it was
spoken. Provencal was the earliest of the
Romance languages (those based on Latin)
to develop, appearing as a new and distinct
language early in the tenth century. It pro-
duced an extensive literature and continued
to be used as a medium of literary expression
until the early part of the thirteenth century.
In contradistinction to the early language of
Northern France (langue d'o'il) it has often
been called langue d'oc, oc and oil being the
respective words for "yes" in the two
sections.
Provencal prose was weak and empty, but
its poetry was in its best day the most famous
in Europe (see troubadour), its lyric verse
one of the chief artistic expressions of the
Middle Ages. Flourishing as it did in the
age of chivalry, it had for its chief themes
love and war. Arnaut Daniel, one of its
most celebrated singers, is referred to by
Dante as the greatest of all poets of love.
In recent times attempt has been made to
restore Provencal to its old place as a liter-
ary language, and the movement has the sup-
port of some of the foremost literary men
of France. A society called the Felibrige
has been organized for the preservation of
the tongue, the members of which are known
as Felibres.
PROVERBS, one of the canonical books
of the Old Testament, usually ascribed to
Solomon, containing a collection of short
poems, epigrams and proverbs known as the
"Wisdom Literature." According to mod-
ern Biblical scholars, the book of Proverbs
is composed of several sections, written by
various authors and at different times, ulti-
mately collected into a single book at some
period subsequent to the return from the
Captivity.
PROVIDENCE, R. I., capital of the state
and one of the oldest cities in the United
States, It is the county seat of Providence
County, the metropolis of Rhode Island and
the second largest city in New England, rank-
ing next to- Boston. Among American munic-
ipalities Providence is thirty-seventh i

